
Where I’m From is the self-released debut album by Joel White, an    
Amarillo, Texas-based Americana and roots country singer-songwriter. 
Its 13 original songs reveal part of the story of where he hails from, his 
history and beliefs. “This CD can tell you more about me and Where I’m 
From in 45 minutes than I could in a day,” says White, who writes songs 
based on personal experience – either his own, those of others he 
knows, or closely related to some life experience that he’s had. That’s 
not to say that they have not been embellished; all good stories have 
an element of truth and fiction, he notes. Rodney Crowell was once 
asked why so many good songwriters come from Texas, and his re-
sponse was simple: “Texans are the greatest liars on earth.” 

 

“Where I’m From speaks with the music I love and stories that may or 
may not be true. But they are my truth and are all drawn from who I 
am and what I know,” says White. Born and raised in small-town West    
Texas, he is the son of a mostly Scotch-Irish father who he says could 
tell a story like no other and a mother who was of German descent.  His 
dad was a choral singer and soloist in college and frequently sang at 
churches, weddings and funerals, while his paternal grandfather was a 
trumpet player during the big band era who played with The Jimmy 
Dorsey Band, among others. In his own life, White has changed careers 
frequently – from cowboying on ranches that are measured not in 
acres but by square miles to owning construction companies and even 
a commercial laundry. But it’s music that has always called to him. Sur-
rounded by   music his whole life and by friends who play and write 
songs, White says he has no choice but to write as well.  

 

“If I’m not inspired, then I’m not writing a song,” says White. “Usually a 
story needs to be told or a phrase just rolls off the tongue to trigger 
whatever it is inside of me that encourages me to write,” he continues. 
Although he usually writes the poetry and then composes the music  
appropriate to the lyrics, White acknowledges that’s not always the 
case. “There is one rule in songwriting and that is ‘there are no rules.’ I 
firmly believe to make a good song it must read as a pretty good poem. 
I’m no expert by any means, but that’s what works for me.” 

 

Adding their musical chops to White’s musical poetry, vocals and guitar 
playing are Cody Braun (fiddle, mandolin, & harmonica), Merel         
Bregante (drums, percussion, & background vocals), Dirje A. Childs 
(cello), Michael Dorrien (acoustic & electric guitars), Mark Epstein 
(acoustic, fretted & electric bass), Tom Fairne (rhythm guitar), Dave 
Pearlman (pedal steel & dobro), Sarah Pierce (vocals on “Bone Of My 
Bone” & background vocals), Pete Wasner, Steinway acoustic piano, 
Fender Rhodes, & Hammond B#), Gary West (whistles), Charlie West 
(fiddle), and Byron Williamson (electric bass & background vocals.) 

JOEL WHITE Where I’m From 

1. Blue Water Bar (3:43) 

2. Littlefield, Texas (4:18) 

3. Where I’m From (4:23) 

4. The Lady Knows (4:41) 

5. Hannah’s Choice (3:34) 

6. Janey’s Going Out Tonight (2:21) 

7. No Place I’d Rather Be (4:31) 

8. Can’t Take Back (3:03) 

9. Bone of My Bone (4:32) 

10. That’s Life (2:55) 

11. Go On Get On (2:56) 

12. The Old Fisherman (3:29) 

13. You Don’t Live Here Anymore (3:43) 
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About the Songs: 

1. Blue Water Bar (3:43)  Set at a bar in the middle of nowhere western New Mexico during the early 1990s and  
featuring characters whom White imagined 

2. Littlefield, Texas (4:18)  White’s great grandfather was a tough, opinionated, highly moral dairy farmer from    
Wisconsin who moved his family to West Texas due to his health. 

3. Where I’m From (4:23)  The country-style title track is a love song for Texas, with a wailing fiddle opening,         
inspired by a visit to New Jersey in the early 1980s during which White and his wife were peppered with questions 
about the Lone Star State from folks whose views of Texas appeared to come from the TV show Dallas. 

4. The Lady Knows (4:41)  “My lady knows,” says White, who calls her “the brightest, most perceptive woman I 
know.” 

5. Hannah’s Choice (3:34)  White’s daughter made him and his wife Kelly premature grandparents. They are proud 
of her and their granddaughter Grace, who have both been a great blessing in their lives. 

6. Janey’s Going Out Tonight (2:21)  A fun and peppy song that White wrote in 30 minutes while driving a high 
mountain pass to the family cabin in Colorado after a great day of fly-fishing 

7. No Place I’d Rather Be (4:31) No other place, with no other person 

8. Can’t Take Back (3:03)  If you’ve been away from home for a long time you know that drive – even if it is not for 
the same reason. 

9. Bone of My Bone (4:32)  Some people are just meant to be together, and they know it instinctively. This song is a 
country-style duet with Sarah Pierce. 

10.  That’s Life (2.55)  White hopes you have friends like this and thanks B for being one for him. 

11.  Go On Get On (2:56)  “There are days that I feel like the old man, and I always feel like the kid,” says White. 
Note the up-tempo, country-style instrumental opening. 

12. The Old Fisherman (3:29)  White took his dad fishing on the Texas Coast during the pandemic in November 
2020. His good friend Randy Palmer, also a singer-songwriter, encouraged him to write this song after he shared the 
story. 

13. You Don’t Live Here Anymore (3:43)  White’s mother had dementia and was not aware of much during her last 
10-12 months. It was a terrible thing to witness. 


